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FROM THE PRESIDENT THE EDITOR'S PERSPECTIVE 
Dick Schulze, AA6DL. Greydon Hicks, KC6SLE 
THE ANNUAL PICNIC is our next event. GEORGE ROUSH, First of all, I'd like to thank everyone who contributed to the 
WB6OFH, and his crew have added some new items Carrier this month! With almost 600 members in this club we 
including a barbecue under the direction of PETE PERATA, should never go without a full issue of exciting, perhaps even 
KA6SHE, games for the kids put on by JOYCE SHAPPEE, thought provoking, articles on the sport of amateur radio. 
KD6PNO, usual prizes, all without charge. Send in your However, as your Editor, | experience famine more often than 
reservation or call GEORGE ROUSH. feast. 
FIELD DAY under direction of LAUREN STYLES, WAE6CIE, lf your into numbers, let's look at it this way. If the average 
was another social, as well as technical success. The Carrier has room for five original articles from the general 
contacts are still being totaled. membership each month, (it does) and given 12 issues a 
year, then we'd only need 60 articles a year to insure a full, 
A BRIEF HARANGUE: The club statistics as published in last feature packed Carrier which truly represents the interests of 
month's Carrier show that we are developing a the members. That's an average of one article from each 
disproportionate number of Technicians in relation to the member every ten years! OK, so only 10% of us will really 
national average and to our total membership. While there is take the time to share our amateur radio ideas and 
plenty to do on the bands covered by the Technician license, experiences with each other, that's still only one article a year. 
there is a whole world of activity in the HF bands. There is a So who wants to take the challenge and be in the top 10%? 
comfort in having the ability to work those bands and also a Stay tuned to the Carrier to see who steps forward. 
personal satisfaction in upgrading. AND BEFORE YOU ASK, 
yes, we are giving upgrade classes under the direction of JIM | mentioned before, articles on amateur radio can be thought 
WALLACE, WB6LQG, our new Education Chairman. Novice, provoking as well as informative. An example this month is 
Technician, General, and if some interest is shown, Advanced Paul Girard's, KC6TZU, piece on Field Day. Now some of you 
and Extra classes will begin Tuesday, September 13, 1994 will object to Paul's use of the word "bastardized”. However, 
and run for ten weeks, from 1900 to 2100 hours. They will be take the time to research the root word and its history before 
held at the Pleasant Hill Adult Campus on Oak Park Blvd. you get too upset. Some of you will just object to Paul voicing 
Exams in all classes will follow on Saturday, November 19 at his opinion. |'d ask those who do, how many times you have 
0930. Similar classes will be given for ten weeks starting exercised their your right to free speech in the Carrier in the 
Tuesday, January 31, 1995, with exams on April 8. Call JIM past? | for one may not always agree with Paul's perspective, 
for further information at (510) 778-6763. but | certainly welcome his return to the pages of the Carrier. 
He is one of the most talented writers in MDARC and | think 
Recently | offered to help JOE GREGORY, WA6DQN, find a most will agree that it's been too quiet, if not downright boring, 
couple of volunteers for a Saturday trail ride. | called over without him. A diversity in opinion is both healthy and 
twenty of our members and discovered that close to three- interesting. If his article does no more that to get you off the 
quarters of them were already busy doing HAM related couch and to the word processor, then Paul's has succeeded 
activities, some of which | was not even aware were going on. where | have failed. 
This certainly was a pleasant surprise and a compliment to 
our membership. Take a look, there is plenty to read in this issue. Please help 


all of us keep it that way by sharing your knowledge, 
SEE YOU AT PACIFICON '94 experience and opinions with the rest of the club. 
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY UPDATE 
by George Jones, KI6YK 


MDARC is very pleased to welcome the following new 
members: 
BICKEL, Robert; SWL; 149 Lorie Court, Walnut Creek 
CA 94596; (510)933-4087(h) 
EASTIN, Irving R. (Irv); KE6GLY, Technician 
512 Poppy Circle, Benicia, CA 94510 
(707)746-6613(h), (707) 746-6714(w) 
GARVEY, Karla; KE6ENW, Technician 
2 Golf Club Ct., Pittsburg, CA 94565 
(510)427-30 70(h) 
GARVEY, Mike; KD6JSC, Technician 
2 Golf Club Ct., Pittsburg, CA 94565 
(510)427-3073(h) 
WONG, Bill; SWL, Technician license pending 
1627 Fountain Springs Cr., Danville, CA 
94526; (510)820-0916(h), (510)847-1960(w) 
WONG, Mary; SWL, Technician license pending 
1627 Fountain Springs Cr., Danville, CA 
94526; (510)820-0916(h), (510)577-5260(w) 
YOUNG, Daniel K. (Dan); technician license pending 
' 4395. Red Maple, Concord CA 94521 
(510)682-5306(h), (510)620-8086(w) 


The following renewed member was not included in the 

1994 Membership Directory: 

LEDWITH, Don; K7SDF, Extra; 2323 Banbury Loop, 
Martinez, CA 94553; (510)372-7296(h) 


Congratulations to the following on their upgrade and/or 
new call: 

Louis Malizone: Extra, AC6BC 

Euge Sully: G7RWK 


Please note the following change: 
Brian Coyne’s new address is 3 Brocks Way, Lower 
Shiplake, Oxon RGQY 3 JG, England 


In Case You Missed ft... 


lf you didn’t get a 1994 MDARC Membership Direc- 
tory yet, remember, they can still be picked up free at 
all club meetings except auctions. If you can’t get to 
a meeting but still want a Directory, they can be 
obtained by mail for $1.00. Just send the money 
and a request to George Jones, KI6YK, 325 Glen 
Arms Dr., Danville, CA 94526. 


WHERE ARE WE? 


MDARC’s 550+ members can be found in 2 coun- 
tries (US and England). In the US, they live in 4 
states (CA, CO, HI and WA). California members live 
in 12 counties and 57 cities. We’re all over the 
place! 
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NOMINATIONS FOR 1995 CLUB OFFICES 


We realize the year’s barely half over, but it’s already 
time to start thinking about club officers for 1995. 
The Nominating Committee is seeking interested 
members who would like to be considered for one of 
the MDARC elected offices: President, Vice-president, 
Secretary, Treasurer, Emergency Coordinator and a 
Director. If you are at all interested in running for 
one of these offices, please notify Nominating 
Committee Chairman Tom Seabury, KC6SYG, soon at 
837-4433, or George Jones, KI6GYK, at 837-9316. 
Please don’t be discouraged by the fact that an 
officer is running for reelection, or even that you have 
had no experience in the past as a club officer. We 
need the best talent we can get to keep MDARC the 
great club it is and we'd like more than one candidate 
for each office. 


MOUNT DIABLO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
6-MONTHS ENDING 6-30-94 


Stan Christain, WU6P 
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One Ham’s View 
HAS FIELD DAY 


BEEN BASTARDIZED? 
by Paul W. Girard, KC6TZU 


Every year at Field Day time | begin to wonder if the 
intent of this biggest of ham events has become 
bastardized. 

To set the stage, Field Day was created many years ago to test 
the ability of ham radio and amateur radio operators to respond 
quickly to a national emergency. 

Since then it has become the year’s biggest 24-hour “contest” 
for hams of every class license. On the good side, it allows, in 
the case of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club, everyone to 
operate on any ham frequency -- licensed or not. This is 
possible because Amateur Extra class operators are standing by 
while the club call, W6CX, is used on many bands. 

Why would | even suggest that Field Day has been 
"bastardized” ? 

First of all, by profession | am an emergency planner. For 
many years | planned emergency exercises for PG&E’s nuclear 
division. Many of those exercises were "unannounced." That’s 
the way you really test preparedness. 

None of us predicted Loma Prieta. Nobody predicted the 
Oakland Hills Firestorm. The ‘quake at Northridge didn’t get 
advance press, that | know of. There were no advance tests for 
these events, but “hams” came through and did their jobs 
wonderfully when the chips were down. 

Then why would the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club find it 
necessary to go out and pay $300 for rotors that will be used 
for just 24 hours? 

Wouldn’t we be a lot better off letting the chips fall on Field 
Day? We don't, or shouldn’t need, a lot ot "advance 
preparation.” The better Field Day would be to announce it at 
11 a.m. Saturday with no equipment in place and see how well 
we respond. 


Where are those $300 rotors going to be when we really 
need them? (In all likelihood on somebody’s house, if | read 
the tea leaves right!) 

The club has many thousands of dollars invested in 
equipment that the membership knows little, or anything 
about. That’s not right, and this author -- and member -- 
isn’t going to stand for it without "stirring the pot and 
rattling a few cages.” 

There is also, | understand, a move afoot by the “Rotor 
Group” to put together an “emergency trailer.” This has 
got to be another boondoggle that isn’t necessary, and will 
be very costly to maintain, license, and insure. Further, it’s 
no more needed than oatmeal in the gasoline tank. (This is 
a project everyone needs to keep an eye peeled for.) 

In my book the membership is entitled to a full accounting 
of every piece of equipment belonging to the club -- and 
thusly the membership. It needs to be available to every 
responsible member -- not just a few individuals with seif- 
centered interests. 

| think a full list of all club equipment should be published 
in the Carrier on a semi-annual basis, along with a listing of 
the current custodian. The list would be interesting 
reading. 

It wasn’t the membership who voted $300 to pay for 
rotors for "Field Day.” It was less than 10 percent of the 
membership dominated by a small clique that is working at 
cross-purposes to what is right for MDARC, as | see it. 
Further, they did an "end run” around the Capital Purchases 
Committee which was formed for the express purpose of 
evaluating purchases such as what | refer to as the "24- 
Hour Rotors.” If we continue purchases like this, we'll 
soon be voting on a dues increase, or we'll be broke! 

These actions have really contributed to Field Day to 
becoming "bastardized" as | see it. 

Once again it seems to me that it is time for us to “get 
out of the kitchen” and operate MDARC the way it should 
be operated -- professionally and ethically. 

That’s my view. What’s yours? 


Your Contra Costa Nort Radio Roadesanats 


A.E.A. interfaces, T.N.C’s & Antennas © 
Ameco Books, Code Keys & Oscillators 
Amphenoi Coax Connectors 
Astron Regulated Power Suppiles 
A.R.RLL. License Manuais, Books, Tapes 
and Reference Guides 
Avantl/Antenna Speciatists “On Giese” Antennes 
A.0.R. Ace Scanning Receivers 
Bencher Paddies 


B.& W. Antennas, Coax Switches & Accessories 
Bearcat/Uniden Scanners 


Calibooks, Maps, Guides & Supplements 
Carol/Coturndia Coex Cable 
Cushecratt VHF & UHF Antennas 
Hustier Mobile Antennas, Mounts & Brackets 
Gordon West Books and Code Practice Tapes 


Larsen V.H.F. & U.H.F. Mobile Antennas & Mounts 
M.F.J. Keyers, Tuners, T.N.C.‘s, Switches & Access. 


Mirage V.H.F. & U.HLF. Amplifiers 
Wm. Nye Code Keys & Oscillators 
P.C. Electronics Amateur TV Converters & Xmirs. 
Van Gordon Antennas, insulators & Wire 
Yaesu H.F., V.H.F. & U.HF. Traneceivers & Acces. 


1839 Esst Street 
Concord, CA 94520 
(610) 685-7388 
Mon-Fri: 10-5:30 Sat: 9-4 
In Downtown Concord between Willow Pass Rd & Concord Bivd. 


MDARC ANNUAL PICNIC 
Lafayette Reservoir Park 


July 17, 1994 


Games all day long! 
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A Fun for All 
99-Toe. 


peunet Simran | Take 
oe ieee i ; 
Bubblegum blowing contest! 146.52 
Fun! Fun! Volleyball 
Tug-of-War 


Hula Hoop! 
Bar-B-Que 
oor Prizes 


Salad 
YES.. | want to have a good time on July 17 at Lafayette Reservoir Park !! 
Name 
Number of Adults. 


Call 


Number of Children or Teens 
Mail to: George Roush WB6OFH 2116 Athene Drive Concord CA 94519 


Please make your reservation early so that we can do the planning!! 
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EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 


WORKSHOP 

Sunday, July 17, 1994, 1000 - 1400 

Fire College, 2945 Treat Blvd., Concord 

by Joe Gregory, WA6DQN, and Richard Shappee, WASHQJ 


A workshop on Field Operations and Ready Kits will be held 
on Sunday, July 17, between 10 AM and 2 PM at the Contra 
Costa Fire Protection District Fire College on Treat Boulevard, 
on Oak Grove Bvid, Concord. 


This will be a “hands on” exercise on setting up a temporary 
emergency radio _ station. Participants should bring 
radios, batteries, portable antennas, and coax-transmission 
line. If you have a radio "ready kit" for emergencies, bring it 
and be prepared to explain briefly why you selected these 
items. 


Loaner antennas, power sources, and tools will be available 
for the workshop. 


Amateurs participating in emergency communication activities 
are yrged to provide interchangeable standard connectors 
in the 12 volt power connections to their equipment. This 
includes means to recharge batteries of hand-held radios. If 
you do not have them already, there will be an opportunity to 
install them on the wire running from power source to radio. 
NO modification of the radio itself is involved; the 
interchangeable connector 

is entirely external. 


Phone Hours: 9:30 AM to 5:30 PM 
Store Walk-in Hours: 


SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 
10:00 AM to 5:30 PM Closed Sundays 


510 Lawrence Expwy. #102 


ANAHEIM, CA 92801 PORTLAND, OR $7223 (408) 736-9496 

933 N. Eucid St. 11705 S.W. Pacitic Hwy. (800) 854-6046 

(714) $33-7373 (503) 598-0555 

aie foals OAKLAND, CA 94606 
sngenyee ye 2210 Livingston St. 

OAKLAMD.CA 4606 (510) 534-5757 

aa eee a de (800) 854-6046 

(800) 854-6046 (303) 745-7373 

Rich. WASMIYE. Mage. (800) 444-9476 

|-480 at Zee Ave. ramne Joa, KOOGA, Migs. KENWOOD 


SAM DIEGO, CA 92123 PHOENIX, AZ 8S01$ 


$375 Kearny Villa Ad. 1702 W. Camelback Ad. 
(619) 560-4900 (602) 242-3515 
(800) 854-6046 (800) 444-9476 
Tom. KMGK. Mige. Gary, W7SLY, Migs. 
Hwy. 163 & East of Higivemy 17 
lia ermont Mess 
ATLANTA, GA 30340 
SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 8071 Bulord Highvermy 
510 Lawrence Expwy. #102 (404) 263-0700 
(408) 736-9496 (800) 444-7927 
(800) 854-6046 start, RAIVO, tgs 
Tom. KBGLUC, hige. Ooravilie. 1 mi. 
Lawrence Expey. ng. of 286 
So. Irom Prey. 101 1C-2GAT 
WOODBRIDGE, YA 22191 5 
VAN MUYS, CA 91411 14803 Build America Or. ee HT +7 Watt 
5265 Seoutveda Biv. (703) 643-1063 2M/440/1.2 Tri-Band 
(818) 988-2212 (800) 444-4799 1C-W2A/NC-X2A 
(800) 854-6046 Curse. WEAKZL, Migs IC-W21AT, 26/440 
Jon, KB6ZB, Mage, Cut $4, 1-95. Sowin to US 1 1C-21A, 2 meter 
San eae 1C-P2AT, 2 Meter 
— SALEM, NH 03079 IC-PSAT, 220 MHz 
Bob Ferrero W6ERJ 224 N. Broadway 
PresadenvOwner (603) 898-3750 
(800) 444-0047 IC-2$RA, 2M + Wide Ax 
Crwck, KMAMZ. Mags. 
Exa | 1-93: 
28 rm. Ne. of Boston 


KENWOOD 


12V 100W w/aute Aat. Tuner 
Bulit-in Gea Cov. AX, 101 Mem. 

pe QOSK, oy pene oi 
Srved Low, Caa‘t Priat 
IC-P4AT, 440 MHz 
1C-24AT, Due Bane @2% Mer Yoor Low Sisccuntad Potent 
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JULY MDARC MEETING SPEAKER 
John Stuart, KM6QX 


Richard Mollberg in his 1945 US Army Jeep complete with HF 
communications equipment, will be making QSOs from in 
front of the meeting hall before the July MDARC meeting. 
After our business meeting, Richard will show us his collection 
of WW Il Military Radios from B-29s, B-17s, PT boats, jeeps, 
and of course 6 pound, 27 milliwatt walkie-talkies. Before the 
meeting he will be operating AM phone near 3.905 mHz from 
his jeep, so give Richard, KEPWF a call from your mobile HF 
rig, or from home if you can't make it to the meeting. Note 
that's AM, as in Amplitude Modulation. 


NEW MDARC PUBLIC SERVICE CHAIRMAN 
John Stuart, KM6QX 


John Stuart, KM6QX, our MDARC VP, has volunteered to fill 
the Public Service Committee Chairman position for the 
remainder of the year. This fills a vacancy left by Dave Hatch, 
KA6AOR, who has embarked on another sailing adventure. 
John volunteered only after hearing that Dave had already 
completed all of the work for the year with the exception of a 
couple of horse rides which are being organized by Joe 
Gregory, WA6DQN. If anyone knows of any other events 
coming up this year, please contact John Stuart. Late news; 
a bicycle event has asked for our help on Sept. 24. The ride 
is from Northgate High School, over Mt. Diablo to Livermore, 
and return. If you would like to "work" this event, call John 
Stuart, KM6QX, at 283-2797. 


11 STORE BUYING POWER — 


WORLDWIDE OISTRIBUTION 


ALINCO 
DR-600T 


100W HF Gen Cov Transcerver 
CALL FOR LOW PRICE 


DOS, QSK * SOOHz CW Filter inctuded 
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JUNE TRAIL RIDES 


Joe Gregory WA6DQN 


The weekend of June 4 and 5 brought two groups of horsemen to the 
community of Tassajara southeast of Mt. Diablo, and radio amateurs from 
the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club were on hand to provide radio 
assistance. 


On Saturday, June 4, the Diablo Vista Endurance Ride started from 
Mariani's ranch at the head of Finley Road north of Tassajara, with 69 
riders in two groups. Communications were provided by John Weir 
K7SKO, Terry Dearborn WE6HPC, Larry Bevier KD6ZMH, Fletcher 
Young KI6RP, and Joe Gregory WA6DQN. Terry took care of the 
Morgan Territory Reserve staging area where the first vet checks for 
horses were held. Larry and Fletcher made their way to the bottom of 
Pine Creek southwest of Mt. Diablo for the late checkpoint. John and Joe 
kept tabs on those coming and going at Mariani's, the starting, lunch and 
finish point. John went up the road a mile or so to a more open spot and 
relayed traffic part of the time. 


We were kindly allowed to use the W6HAM repeater of the Contra Costa 
Repeater Association, on Highland Peak, close to Morgan Territory 
Reserve, for this event, and that on Sunday, June 5. It provided excellent 
coverage of the ride area. Special thanks are due to Steve Overacker 
WE6HAM for assistance in separating that repeater from the rest of the 
CCRA network for our use. We also thank Brad Watson, WA6AEO, and 
other officers of the CCRA for permission to use this repeater. 


This ride went safely, with only two horses needing to be pulled from the 
ride and trailered out. Considerable difficulty was encountered by the 
operators in Pine Canyon. Signals were not always readable from this 
site, which is low, under trees, and shielded from the repeater by a ridge. 
If used again there should be a relay at Diablo Ranch. 


On Sunday June 5 the International Arabian Horse Association held a 
competitive traiiride starting at the Poplar Piace Stabies in Tassajara. 
Ham operators accompanied various ride officials over the trail in 4 wheel 
drive vehicles (some provided by the radiomen). We again were allowed 
to use the CCRA Highland repeater to facilitate communication. Sixteen 
horses and riders entered this event. 


Joel Butler KM6KS held down the Morgan Territory Staging area location 
which was a vet check and lunch stop for ail riders. Dave Hatch 
KA6AOR and Dick Liniger KE6CEU monitored the gates at crossings 
along Morgan Territory Road. John Stuart KM6QX and Joe Gregory 
WA6DQN accompanied P & R teams and ride officials over the trail. The 
only communication problem was caused by the power plug of Joe's radio 
frequently bouncing out of the lighter socket in the Bronco, cutting off his 
operation in the midst of passing traffic. 


These two rides showed up a number of areas where additional attention 
to the condition and installation of radios would have improved our 
operation. Fortunately there were no serious incidents that required 
prompt action. 


There has been a change in both the date and location of the [AHA 
Regional Meet previously announced for August 13 and 14. It will 
be on Saturday, August 27, and will take place at the Sunol 
Regional Wilderness, NOT in Redwood and Chabot Regional Parks 
as originally announced. 


The June 25 trailride of the Arabian Horse Association at Del Valle 
Regional Park was also successful. Radio propagation was excellent and 
simplex operation was possible throughout the day. QRM was minimal in 
even the fringe areas and boy were the Tri-Tips tasty at the end of the 
day. MDARC members supporting this trailride were John Stuart, 
KM6QX, Craig Schirato, KE6DEA, Larry Bevier, KD6ZMH, Nick Schirato, 
KE6DIA and Joe Gregory, WA6DQN. Thanks to John Stuart's loan of 
cable to hook to the boats battery, a mobile marine station was 
established on the boat that ferried personnel up and down the lake to 
various check points 


MOUNT DIABLO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
Meeting Minutes - June 17, 1994 
Richard M. Shappee, WASHQJ, Secretary MOARC 


The Meeting was called to order by President Dick, AA6DL, at 8:00 PM. 
The minutes of the last meeting were approved after correction for the 
misspelling of the MDARC President's name. It was announced that 
Education Chairman Jim, WB6LQG, had organized a ciass starting 
Monday at the Coast Guard Island facilities; the arrangements for the 
room were made by Larry, KB2GV. Fall classes are scheduled to start 
the second week of September with the schedule to be published in the 
Carrier. More instructors are needed. 


Dick, KT6X, reported for Membership Chairman George, KI6YK. Our 
membership remains about constant. President Dick then asked for 
visitors and new members to introduce themselves. Next month's 
program will be put on by Richard Moliberg, N6PWF. He wiil tell of his 
collection of WW2 Aircraft Radios and display his authentically outfitted 
WW 2 jeep. 


In anticipation of the Club's Picnic on July 17, Secretary Richard, 
WASHQ4\, and Glen, KC6TNF, put on a brief demonstration of how easy 
it is to participate with not much more than a handheld. Members in 
attendance seemed pleased to see how Glen's technique worked. The T- 
Hunt has been a tradition for a number of years at the picnic. A 
discussion was held about the picnic, with the pian that it would be a 
family outing and that more members would attend. While it had been 
planned that the full picnic menu would be offered at no cost to our 
members and their family instead of the raffle, a motion was made, 
seconded and passed that we aiso have $300.00 in raffle prizes. Picnic 
Chairman George, WB6OFH, reminded the group that the park charges 
$4.50 per vehicle for entrance. He suggested that as many as possible 
come through the gates in one car. 


Super Shirt Salesiady Jane, N6NVA, said that if members didn't get their 
ordered shirts that she was going to seii tiem io the first person asking 
for them. 


The treasurer's report was given by President Dick; we have $15,194 in 
all accounts. The Capital utilization plan being worked on by Tom, 
KC6SYG, is near ready for presentation. A synopsis will be published in 
the Carrier. 


Field Day Chairman Lauren, WA6CIE, gave a report. We have rented a 
generator for the weekend. Everyone going to the mountain was asked to 
bring a bag of ice. Help is still needed for operating and Lauren reminded 
us that anyone could operate, licensed or not. He urged attendance for 
this highly visible and fun event. 


The final matter discussed by the membership before the presentation 
concerned rotors. This was a continuation of many discussions. A 
motion was made, seconded and passed that $300.00 be expended to 
procure two rotors. Keith, N6PMF offered to be the custodian of the 
rotors. 


The program for the evening was presented by Bruce Croskey, AHOU 
concerning AMSAT and its satellite programs as weil as other HAM 
related subjects. He pointed out the magnitude of what they are doing in 
AMSAT by describing the Phase 3D unit. It will cost $4.5 million dollars 
(from donations) and weigh 1100 pounds. It will represent the ultimate in 
sophistication with error correction for such things as doppler shift using 
global positioning calculations. His program was weil received by the 
members. 


The meeting adjourned at 10:15 PM after the customary drawings for 
door prizes. 
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LONG 


MATTERS 
Tom Seabury KC6SYG 


RANG 


PLANNING/MONEY 


The Board of Directors formed the long range planning 
committee last year to develop an ongoing plan to fund 
"worthy" projects with some of MDARC's funds. MDARC now 
has funds in excess of the yearly budget due to the continued 
success of PACIFICON. The committee has received a 
number of suggestions which are being considered by the 
board. To date no decisions have been made and the topics 
below are listed only to promote interest, discussion and 
participation in the subjects. The possible exception seems to 
be the general desire of a large group of members in granting 
MDARC scholarships. This has been approved again for this 
year but has not become a "yearly" item. 


The items which have been brought to the attention of the 
committee are as follows: 


1) Fund the ARRL's Foundation. This would be supporting 
the ARRL's own scholarship fund. 

2) Fund local activities such as the local packet LAN system. 
3) Fund more heavily the various social events. Parties, 
picnics and all other events. This input suggested more 
funding of things like meals and entertainment. 

4) Purchase equipment. This ever present request has the 
very real problem of hanging on to the inventory. The fact is, 
most equipment is lost over time. Maybe someone has a 
solution to this. 

5) Scholarships. This was covered above ;however, it has not 
been determined if this should be an on-going annual item. 

6) Install and operate an MDARC telephone BBS. This would 
be open to all members for RACES/ARES, PACIFICON, 
MDARC, and RRRG business. 

7) Public Events Communication Trailer. Completely outfitted 
and used for Field day, Picnics, Fairs, all other Public Events. 
8) Misc. inputs. Other inputs include funding the Marconi 
Museum at Pt. Reyes, constructing and operating various 
equipment such as voting receivers for the W6CX repeaters, 
GPS/ATV sensing modules etc. 


The Long range planning committee needs your inputs. The 
items listed above are by no means all of the things the Board 
should be considering. If you would like to be a member of 
this committee, involved in any of the projects, or would like to 
promote a new project, please contact me so we can move 
ahead. 


MOUNT DIABLO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
Board of Director's Meeting, June 20, 1994 
Richard M. Shappee, WA5HQ4J, Secretary MDARC 


The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM at the home of 
MDARC President Dick, AA6DL. The minutes of the last 
meeting were approved as printed in the Carrier. Picnic 
Chairman George, WB6OFH, reported on picnic plans and 
necessary actions. He reported that as of the present, 56 
persons were signed up. He suggested that a First Aid Kit be 
made available at the picnic. Secretary Richard, WASHQ\J, 
offered to make his automobile kit available. It was re- 
affirmed that door prizes would be for members only. 
President Dick will contact members Dick, KT6X and Jay, 
KT6Y, to procure the prizes and advise them that the prizes 
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are to be ham related. It was agreed that in addition to the 
usual flavored sodas that we would offer sparkling water to 
those who preferred it. George said that he might not have 
enough ice chests to accommodate soft drinks and 
watermelons. The matter was left open although a suggestion 
was made that perhaps a wash tub or clean plastic trash can 
could be used. The Board decided that plastic cups would not 
be provided as this is a picnic and it was thought that most 
members could manage to drink out of a can of soda. 


Novelty prizes will be given to winners of some of the games. 
Since there will be a hula-hoop contest, the hoops will be 
awarded as prizes. This same plan will be followed elsewhere 
when it makes sense. Games will take place in the afternoon 
with the raffle scheduled for 3:30 PM. A timetable of events 
will be prepared so that all may Know what the plans are. 


The matter of the Christmas Party was again discussed. We 
are still getting quotes and asking questions so that we will 
have the best possible entrée elections. 


Treasurer Stan, WU6P gave his report. The next issue of the 
Carrier will include the usual 6-month MDARC budget 
summary. Stan pointed out that we are over spending our 
budget each month for door prizes. President Dick said that 
he would talk to those buying the prizes to get us back into 
line. 


Membership Chairman George, KI6YK, reported that we have 
549 members. He gave some statistics as to how we are 
located geographically and plans to put an article in the 
Carrier. 


A letter from MDARC Member Ray, KD6BLS, concerning 
books and subscriptions for the library system was read. The 
board took action to authorize the purchase of three-year 
subscriptions to 73 Magazine and CQ Magazine as well as the 
purchase of copies of the ARRL Manual. 


VP and Program Chairman John, KM6QX, reported on plans 
for coming monthly programs. The July program will feature 
Richard Mollberg, N6PWF who will tell of his collection of 
WW2 radios and his authentically outfitted WW2 Jeep. 


A discussion was held about our training classes. The 
consensus of the Board was that we should continue to offer 
Novice and Technician classes as well as General and 
Advanced as long as there seemed to be an interest in our 
doing so. 


Some of the members of the Board expressed an interest in 
possible format changes in the Carrier. Richard, WASHQ4\, 
was asked to explore with the Editor, Greydon, KC6SLE, what 
Greydon thought about the matter and how the Board or an 
Editorial Committee could help Greydon to implement 
changes that would be for the betterment of the paper. All 
directors expressed appreciation for Greydon's considerable 
efforts and wanted it to be clear that their interest in possible 
format changes in no way indicated dissatisfaction. 


The meeting adjourned at 9:50 PM. The next meeting will be 
on July 18, 1994 at the home of the Secretary, WASHQ4J. All 
club members are invited to attend Board meetings. 
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EXCITING OAKLAND HILLS TRAILRIDE 
Greg Nelson, WB6MBD, Net Control 


On June 18, five of MDARC’s best met in the Oakland Hills at 6 AM to provide 
radio support for a 50 and 25 mile endurance trail ride. This ride was organized 
by the Moraga Horseman's Association. it was the first time they've used 
Amateur Radio as part of their support team. Seems that some of their members 
corralled our club's Trail Master, Joe Gregory, WA6DQN, and asked for 
assistance. Joe coordinated with MDARC for volunteers, and believe it or not, 
with will over 540 members it was difficult to find 5 for the event. 


A special thanks to the following operators who participated: 
- KD6ZMH, Larry Bevier 
- N6PUL, John Bates 
- KE6DYT, Marie Bates 
- N6JOX, Paul Dickey 
- WB6MBD, Greg Nelson 


Each operator filled several key positions as the ride progressed. This proved the 
versatility and flexibility of everyone. The ride organizers quickly realized the 
benefits of Amateur Radio Support. All locations had clear and efficient 
communications with the operations center, base camp. Previously they tried to 
use CB radios and continuous driving between check points and base camp. in 
grateful appreciation the radio operators were invited to join the BBQ dinner — 
yummy. 


In addition to the more routine logistic requirements the following events were 
coordinated by our HAMs: 

- 2 riders, a father and 7 year old daughter werelost, 

- Notified of a Horse down at Lake Chabot. A vet was dispatched with park 
rangers to locate, 

-- Two horses needed trailering back to base camp after being pulled near the 
end of the ride, 

-- Approximately 15 horses were pulled throughout the ride. 

-- Updated status information was sent to all checkpoints to ensure all riders 
were accounted for. 


As the long day closed somewhere near 16:30 hours, all horses, riders and radio 
operators were accounted for, safe and sound. 

This was a very enjoyable event for all and on a personal note. the Moraga 
Horseman's Association was one of the most organized trail rides I've worked. 


Thanks again to all of the HAMs who made this a great event. If you've thought 
about working a public service event, just do it. These events give you an 
opportunity to see how your equipment works in a field environment and develop 
new operating skills. 

Contrary to popular belief, we are always looking for help for public service 
events. 


PACKET RACKET 
by Richard M. Shappee WASHQJ 


What's all this you keep hearing about Packet? What is it? And is it for ME? 
Well, here is a little information that you may find useful. 


Packet Radio is another way that HAMs can use to communicate with each other. 
Instead of using a microphone or telegraph key, or a teletype machine, they 
connect their radios to a small box of electronics that is called a Terminal Node 
Controller, or TNC for short. The radio is connected to an antenna and to a 
power supply, just as is usually the case. The TNC is not only connected to the 
radio, it is also connected to a keyboard and a video display. Usually the 
keyboard and display are part of a small desk top computer, but there are other 
keyboard display systems around (sometimes called ‘dumb terminals’) that will 
do just about the same thing as a computer. The dumb terminais typically sell for 
around $15.00 so there is not the big investment of a computer just for Packet. 


What happens is that you connect all of this together with just a few cables and 
you are ready to go. You tune your radio to one of the many local Bulletin Board 
Systems (BBS) and, depending upon how you configure your system, your screen 
will soon begin to fill up with more information than you probably wanted! 
Seriously, what you can do is to exclude those messages that come over the 
system so that you receive only the type you want. 


Just what type of message would you find? There is something for everyone and 
anyone. Offers to sell equipment, locations of earthquakes, recipes, 
philosophical discussions, bulletins from the ARRL and RACES, and on and on. 
You can enter messages into the system and heip to fill up some other ham's 
screen, too. 


The manner in which ail of this information is received and forwarded would 
make a long article indeed. But simply stated, a number of enterprising and 
ambitious HAMs have set up a world wide network that is interconnected and just 


about automatic in its operation. Through the interconnected network you can 
direct your message to as wide an area as is appropriate. Yes, you can address 
a bulletin of general information to an address called WW. This is World Wide 
and that is just where your message would go. More typically you might want to 
send a message to just Contra Costa County or Northern California. The 
addressing of messages is easy and almost intuitive. But more about ail this in 
another column. 


The accuracy of transmission of messages is a far cry from the old teletype 
machines that some of you know about. The manner in which your message is 
sent is through "packets" of information. Each packet is sent with a comparison 
value that is also computed by the receiving station. If the two values are not the 
same, the receiving station will automatically request the sending station re-send 
that packet until it is error free. The user doesn't see this going on and the 
appearance of things is that messages go through the first time without error. 
And any number of users of the system may access it at the same time and each 
can conduct its business without interference nor knowledge of any other traffic 
occurring at the same time. 


If you want to know more, or want to dabble in Packet, be sure to sign up for one 
of the classes given from time to time. Or ask some user to see his system. You 
may find it to your liking and join the ranks of "Packeteers.” 


Cause of Death 
HOSPITALS SOUND 


RADIO/PHONE ALARM 


The Wall Street Journal in its June 15 editions says stray 
radio signals have been traced to malfunctions of 
equipment designed to save lives and may be responsible 
for some deaths in hospitals and ambulances. 

Staff Reporters Tom Knudson and William M. Bulkely 
report "As life-saving electronic medical equipment 
becomes more sophisticated and sensitive, evidence has 
begun to pile up that these instruments are vulnerable to 
increasing levels of electromagnetic interference -- the 
waves given off by radios, cellular phones and television 
sets.” 

They say a cell phone in an automobile caused a child’s 
ventilator to malfunction. They cite other examples of radio 
interference to medical devices with serious consequences. 

For instance a radio has been blamed for causing an 
electric wheel-chair to go out of control and over a cliff in 
Colorado injuring the occupant. 

"Government safeguards are spotty, but concern is 
growing at the Food and Drug Administration,” the report 
says. 

Apparently the EMI (Electro-Magnetic Interference) given 
off by some cell phones is so severe that hospitals are 
beginning to ban the use of such devices because of the 
problem with unwanted shutdowns of medical devices and 
false readings in some research devices, including portable 
heart monitors. 

"We've verified potentially dangerous interference with 
ventilators, electrocardiogram monitors, apnea monitors, 
infusion pumps, blood warmers, infant incubators, with the 
list continually growing,” says Terry Clemans, St. Margaret 
Mercy’s (Hammond, IN) director of technology 
management. 

While amateur radio equipment is not specifically cited in 
the article in the WSJ, hams should be aware that hand 
held equipment, especially improperly maintained 
equipment, can cause the same problems as cell phones. 
This could be a potential source for amateur liability. 

Hams who take HT’s into hospitals, convalescent homes, 
or places where sensitive medical equipment might be in 
use would do well to inquire if the equipment can be used 
before transmitting. 

-- Paul W. Girard, KC6TZU 


MDARC/RRRG QUAKE-NET INSTRUCTIONS 


Immediately after feeling an earthquake, listen to 147.060/+(100 pl). 
When frequency is clear, quickly and clearly transmit in the following sequence:: 
LOCATION, OBSERVATION, NAME and CALL SIGN. 


The Mount Diablo Amateur 
Radio Club 
P.O. Box 23222 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
Meetings: 
Third Friday Each Month 
8:00 PM / 2000 hours 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church 
1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette, CA 


1994 Club Officers 

President: 
Dick Schulze, AA6DL 
(510)935-5000 

Vice President: 

John Stuart, KM6QX 
(510)283-2797 

Secretary: 
Richard Shappee, WASHQJ 
(510)682-1644 

Treasurer: 
Stan Christian, WU6P 
(510)672-0330 

Membership Chairman: 
George Jones, KIGYK 
(510)837-9316 
Emergency Coordinator: 

s Bruce Smith, KCEUMN 
(510)934-1735 

Directors: 
Tom Seabury, KC6SYG 
(510)837-4433 
Larry Gansz, KB2GV 
(510)356-241 1 


MDARC-PACIFICON HOT LINE 
(510)932-6125 


Thursdays, 1900 Hours 
Central County - 145.680/s 


Jim Brunk, N6BHX 
(510)372-8248 
East County - 146.535/s 
Jim Tittle, KC6SOE 
(510)432-3220 
South County - 146.355/+(100 pl) 
George Jones, KI6YK 
(510)837-9316 
West County - 145.110/- 
Rachel Lewellen, KB6LHR 
(510)233-5034 
QSY to 147.735/- at 1920 Hours 
Meeting of all County 
ARES\RACES Nets 


If a Hospital or ARES/RACES net control is established, relinquish use of repeater and break only with urgent traffic using your 
CALL SIGN and LOCATION or CITY 


The Rocky Ridge Repeater 


Group 

P.O. Box 23222 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 

Next Meeting: 
Third Wednesday Of Odd Months 
8:00 PM / 2000 hours 
Stonebrook Convalescent Center 
Concord Blivd., Concord, CA 

Club Officers 

Chairman: 
Dwane McGlothin, N6SPX 
(510)798-2868 
Technical Chairman: 
Mike Burke, KBERMT 
(510)682-7296 
RRRG Repeaters 

147.060/+(100 pl) 
224.780/-(077 pl) 


441 .325/+(100 pl) 
ATV - Input - 1253.250 
Output - 427.250 (Cable CH 58) 


RRRG Nets 
Phone Net - Thursdays 
1930 Hours, 147.060/+(100 pl) 
Net Control: Jay Caldis, KT6Y 
ATV Net - Thursdays 
2000 Hours, Net Control: 
Mike Burke, KB6RMT, 
Alt.: Don Smith, W6NKF, 
Technical Net - Sundays 
1930 Hours, 147.060/+(100 pl) 
Net Control: Jeff Jones, AB6MB 


Contra ta Co 
r rvi 
First Thursday following 
first Wednesday, 
2000 Hours, 3.895 MHz 
Net Control: 
Hank Bernman, W6ZHY, AEC 


Carrier 
Editor Greydon H. Hicks, KC6SLE 
4517 Sheiliflower Ct., Concord 94518 
(510)798-1251 
Folding: Jay Caldis, KT6Y 
Mailing: Wait Ebbett, KB6QIB 
Labels: George Jones, KI6YK 


Sheriffs Am R 
Clay Yale, N6YBQ 
510)228-8223 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club (MDARC). This publication is open to all members of MDARC and it is the 
policy of this Editor to publish all articles submitted by the membership as long as such articles are not obscene, pertain to Amateur Radio, are of interest 
to the members of MDARC and space is available. Articles are due by the first of each month and are accepted on a first come, first in basis. Articles 
should be submitted by packet, KC6SLE @ KB6AML.#ANOCAL.USA.NA or packet mailbox, KC6SLE-1 or by modem to the Doug Smith's No Name Yet 
bulletin board, File area #23, at (510) 827-5714 or delivered to the Editor in ASCII format on either 5.25" or 3.5" computer disk. The standard font is Arial 
9 point. The Editor's address can be found in the Carrier or MDARC Membership Directory. Articles published in the Carrier may be reproduced 
provided that such reproduction credits both MDARC and the author of the article. Copyrighted articles will not be accepted for publication in the Carrier. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
Livermore Las Positas College First Sunday Each Month 
Swapmeet Livermore All Year, 7 AM to Noon 


eh ce es ss ig ge Pe eg a a ea a a i 
RACES Monthly State OEC, Civic Dr. First Wednesday 
Meeting Pleasant Hill Every Month, 7:30 PM 


MDARC General Our Savior's Lutheran Church Friday 
Membership Meeting 1035 Carol Ln., Lafayette July 15, 1994 

Sec emar eer uae SS: a SP Se as ee ee i. eS A 

Deadline for Carrier Articles Rar SSeS: aaa ae August 1, 1994 
TRE RS EE BE ees Pt Ee Rh ae A re INAS 
weirs ae oa as Location TBA Canceled until further notice 
Leer TET NT Pi Amn RES Sy) SIS ee ORES ee i, ee ee ak eee oe 

RRRG Balloon Committee Stonebrook Convalescent Center 

4367 Concord Bivd., Concord 


Concord VEC Exams Consolidated Fire Training Center Sunday, August 7, 1994 
Gene, WW6H 2945 Treat Bivd., Concord 1:00 PM 


Fairfield HAM Exams Fairfield Senior Center Last Saturday of each month 
Jerry, AA6GNO, (916) 662-0801 1200 Civic Drive, Fairfield 0900 to noon 
PR ee OE ae EE Re: SSS OS ESET REE CPS SE RR 
MDARC Picnic es a eee ee A eae ae 


RRRG General Stonebrook Convalescent Center July 20, 1994, 
Membership Meeting 4367 Concord Bivd., Concord 8:00 PM 


The Carrier sae ANON 
a newsletter of the 5 i994 2} 
Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club Sah 
P.O. Box 23222 Nae 


Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
FIRST CLASS MAIL 


NEXT MDARC MEETING IS July 15, 1994 
NEXT RRRG MEETING IS July 20, 1994 


